BBW-5: Conservation of Butterflies Award

Submitted by: Harbor Island Garden Club

Brief summary and objectives:

The Harbor Way Gardens in Wrightsville Beach is a public garden maintained by the

Harbor Island Garden Club. Butterflies have been a focus area. The garden contains a

beautiful Butterfly Bench, Butterfly Sanctuary and Pollinator Garden as identified in

the Harbor Way Gardens Visitor’s Guide. It was also certified and registered as an official Monarch
Waystation in 2018. In 2020, the Harbor Island Garden Club partnered with the community youth to
further the conservation of butterflies.

Connor Jones from Boy Scout Troop 232 led a team of fellow
scouts to design, build and install butterfly boxes in the garden
as his Eagle Scout Service Project. Per the Lumina News, a
local Wrightsville Beach newspaper: “Butterfly boxes provide a
convenient area for butterflies to find shelter from the
elements and to hide from hungry predators. They are an
attractive addition to any garden and help to attract and keep
butterflies.”

Melia Adams is a student from UNCW (University of North
Carolina Wilmington), studying Biology with concentration in
freshwater and terrestrial conservation. She is doing a formal
internship for college credits working at the garden. Melia is
documenting the caterpillar, chrysalis and butterfly stages of
life, and compiling the information in a data book. Two
information panels were also installed in the garden which
display her butterfly brochures and provide instructions for a
butterfly scavenger hunt.

Involvement of club members and other organizations:

This project involved the Harbor Island Garden Club, Boy Scout
Troop 232, UNCW and the Town of Wrightsville Beach.

Project expenses and means of funding:

The butterfly boxes were funded by the Eagle Scout Service
Project. The information panels were provided by the Town of
Wrightsville Beach.

Continuing involvement, follow-up, maintenance:

The Harbor Way Gardens is maintained by a large committee
of the Harbor Island Garden Club. The butterfly boxes and
brochure panels are maintained by the committee as part of
its responsibilities.

Attach or insert photos, digital photos:

See the following pages for additional photos, local media coverage and Harbor Way Gardens

Visitor’s Guide.
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